
Public Act 097-0008 

Sec. 10-16a.  School board member’s leadership training. 

(a) This Section applies to all school board members serving pursuant to Section 10-10 of this Code 
who have been elected after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 97th General 
Assembly or appointed to fill a vacancy of at least one year’s duration after the effective date of 
this amendatory Act of the 97th General Assembly. 

(b) Every voting member of a school board of a school district elected or appointed for a term 
beginning after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 97th General Assembly, within a 
year after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 97th General Assembly or the first 
year of his or her first term, shall complete a minimum of 4 hours of professional development 
leadership training covering topics in education and labor law, financial oversight and 
accountability, and fiduciary responsibilities of a school board member.  The school district shall 
maintain on its Internet website, if any, the names of all voting members of the school board 
who have successfully completed the training. 

(c) The training on financial oversight, accountability, and fiduciary responsibilities may be provided 
by an association established under this Code for the purpose of training school board members 
or by other qualified providers approved by the State Board of Education, in consultation with 
an association so established. 

 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(5 ILCS 120/) Open Meetings Act. 
 
(5 ILCS 120/1.05) Sec. 1.05. Training. 
Except as otherwise provided in this Section, each elected or appointed member of a public body 
subject to this Act who is such a member on the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 97th 
General Assembly must successfully complete the electronic training curriculum developed and 
administered by the Public Access Counselor. For these members, the training must be completed 
within one year after the effective date of this amendatory Act. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Section, each elected or appointed member of a public body 
subject to this Act who becomes such a member after the effective date of this amendatory Act of 
the 97th General Assembly shall successfully complete the electronic training curriculum developed 
and administered by the Public Access Counselor. For these members, the training must be 
completed not later than the 90th day after the date the member: 

(1) takes the oath of office, if the member is required to take an oath of office to assume 
the person's duties as a member of the public body; or 

(2) otherwise assumes responsibilities as a member of the public body, if the member is not 
required to take an oath of office to assume the person's duties as a member of the governmental 
body. 



Each member successfully completing the electronic training curriculum shall file a copy of the 
certificate of completion with the public body. 

The following members of the Worth School District 127 Board of Education have completed the 
leadership training as required by Public Act 097-0008 and the Open Meetings Act are thereby in 
compliance with the law: 

 Drew Sernus 

 Stephanie Peltzer 

 Meghan Sisk 

 Danette Keeler 

 David Blanks 

 Vince Flores 

 Michelle Egan 
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